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cycle    
       

 

a series of events that happen over 
and over 

   
water  
  cycle 

 

the cycle in which Earth's water 
moves through the environment 

 

 

evaporation 
 
 

 

process when the heat of the sun 
changes water on Earth’s surface 
into water vapor  

condensation 
 
 

 

the process where water vapor 
changes back into liquid 
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precipitation 
 
 

 

any form of water that falls from 
clouds (rain, snow, sleet, hail) 

accumulation  
(collection) 

 
 

 

 

 

gathering of water in the ocean, rivers, 
streams, lakes 

 

transpiration   

 

the release of water vapor into the air 
from a plant’s leaves 

run-off       

 

the flow of water over the land from 
rain, snowmelt, or other sources  
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groundwater  

 

 

 

water that collects underground, and in 
cracks and spaces in rock 

carbon dioxide-oxygen 

cycle 
 

 

process by which carbon dioxide and 
oxygen cycle among plants, animals, and 
the environment  

atmosphere    

 

 

the air above Earth’s surface 

 

oxygen         

 

 

the gas that animals need to live; plants 
release (give off) this gas 

Plants release 
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carbon dioxide 

 

 

 

the gas that plants need to live; animals 
release (give off) this gas 

biotic 
 
 
 

 

 

living or once living organisms 

 
abiotic 

 

 

nonliving things: gases, rocks, energy 
from the sun, water, temperature 

 

ANIMALS PLANTS 

ROCK
S GASE

S 

WATE
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bacteria   

 

one-celled organism that does not 
have a nucleus 

 

fungus    
 

an organism that feeds on dead 
organisms or their wastes; cannot 
move on its own 

 

vertebrate  
 
animal with a backbone or spinal column 
 
 

   invertebrate  
 

 

 
 
an animal without a backbone or spinal 
column; not a vertebrate 
 

 

 
 

 
 
an inherited trait  or a behavior that 
helps a living thing meet its needs 
 
 
 

adaptation 
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niche    

 

 

the unique role (job) of an organism 
in its habitat 

 

 

an area where a plant or animal normally 
lives to meet its needs 

 

 
 
 
to begin growing; to cause to sprout 
 

 
                 spores 

the small part of a plant that can make 
new plants 
 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image 
may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may 
have to delete the image and then insert it again.

habitat 

food  
chain 

germinate 
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tubers       

the fat underground stem of a plant  
 

  
 
 

a type of insect and animal life cycle 
that has extreme changes from one 
stage to the next; the stages for 

insects include egg,  larvae, pupa, and 
adult 

 

 
http://www.umd.umich.edu/eic/aquatic_insecta/insect_metamorphosis.htm 

incomplete metamorphosis 

a type of insect life cycle that has 
gradual changes from one stage to the 
next; the stages include egg, nymph, 

and adult 

             

the stages of life that living things go 
through from the start to the end of 

their life 
 
 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough 
memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. 
Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still 
appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to 
open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, 
and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the 
image and then insert it again.

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to 
open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, 
and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the 
image and then insert it again.

metamorphosis 

life  
cycle 
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organism 

any living thing: plants, animals, or 
people 

 

 

a group of individuals that have common 
attributes and are able to produce 
offspring 
 

population 

 

all of the organisms of the same 
species living in a specific habitat 
 

inherited traits        
 
 
characteristics of a living thing that 
come from the parents and are the 
same as the parents 
 
 
 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image 
may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you 
may have to delete the image and then insert it again.species 
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instinctual behavior 

 
 
ways of behaving (acting) that animals 
and people have from birth 
 
 

                
 
ways of behaving (acting) that are 
learned from others or because of 
changes in the environment 
 
 

         

 
 
inherited parts of a cell that have the 
set of instructions to make a certain 
parts of the living thing 
 
 

             

 
the collection of all the sets of 
directions in cells for making all parts 
of a living thing 
 
 

learned behavior 

genes 

DNA 
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the weather in an area over a long 
period of time, including average 
temperature and average yearly 

precipitation 
 
 

weather  

the conditions in the atmosphere at any 
given moment, including cloud and wind 

conditions, temperature, and 
precipitation 

                  

 
 
the living and nonliving things in an area 
with a certain kind of climate 
 
 

         ecosystem 

 
 
 
a group of living things, the 
environment around them, and their 
interactions that provide for basic 
needs 
 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image 
may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may 
have to delete the image and then insert it again.

biome 

climate 
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all living and nonliving things in an area 

community  

different populations of organisms 
living in the same place at the same 
time 

 

 
a forest where the trees lose their 
leaves 
 

 

 
a large, very dry area that can be hot 
or cold 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. 
Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

 deciduous forest 

desert 

environment 
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a large open place with tall grass  
 

  
forests with warm temperatures and 
heavy rainfall often found near the 
equator 
 

 

a  cold forest where the trees do not 
lose their leaves 
 
 
 

 

 
land with no trees and lots of snow 
 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been 
corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then 
insert it again.

tundra 

taiga 

grassland 

tropical rainforest 
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a group of living things where each one 
is eaten by the next 
 

 

 

 
 
two or more connected food chains 
(groups of living things where each one 
is eaten by the next)   
 
 

 

 
living things that make their own food 
(like plants) 

 
consumers 

living things that get energy from 
eating other plants and animals 

food chain 

food  
web 

producers 
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herbivores 

 
 
animals that eat plants 
 
 
 

 
carnivores 

 
 
animals that eat other animals 
 
 

       
          

 
 
animals that eat plants and other 
animals 
 
 

scavenger   

animals that get energy from eating 
dead animals instead of hunting 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory 
to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your 
computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have 
to delete the image and then insert it again.

omnivores 
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decomposer    

living things that get energy from dead 
plants and animals; bacteria and fungi 

predator   
an animal that hunts, catches, and eats 
another animal for energy 

prey     

an animal that is hunted by another 
animal 

lichen   

an organism made up of a fungus and an 
alga (plant) living together ; lichen lives 
on rocks and tree bark in mountain 
areas and polar regions 
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 hibernation 

when animals in cold climates spend the 
winter in a deep, sleep-like state to 
save energy because food is hard to 
find 

migration   

movement of animals from one place to 
another because of changes in seasons 

camouflage  

 

an animal’s color, pattern, or shape that 
helps it to blend in with its 
surroundings 

dormant   

                  

when seeds or plant bulbs stop growing 
in winter to save energy 
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